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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

March for Life, Washington, DC
January 19, 2018

“I join the March for Life in Washington 
with my prayers.  May God help us 
respect all life, especially the most 

vulnerable.”  Pope Francis - January 2018
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Mother Teresa’s 1994 National Prayer Breakfast

In 1994 Mother Teresa was invited to speak before the National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, 
DC..Every year U.S. political and religious leaders come together for the annual interfaith event. 
That year, President Bill Clinton, first lady Hillary Clinton, and Vice President Al Gore sat at the head 
table. The event is intentionally non-partisan, with speakers avoiding controversy. At this particular 
breakfast, however, the message was anything but meek, and the speaker’s talk was followed by 
a prolonged standing ovation from all except the president and his entourage. Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta spoke of how precious life is and what we can learn from the poor. She unequivocally told 
those present that it is crucial for all people, and especially Americans, to stand up for life.

On the last day, Jesus will say to those on His right hand, “Come, enter the Kingdom. For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was sick and you visited me.” 
Then Jesus will turn to those on His left hand and say, “Depart from me because I was hungry and 
you did not feed me, I was thirsty and you did not give me to drink, I was sick and you did not visit 
me.” These will ask Him, “When did we see You hungry, or thirsty or sick and did not come to Your 
help?” And Jesus will answer them, “Whatever you neglected to do unto one of these least of these, 
you neglected to do unto Me!”

The greatest destroyer of peace today is abortion, because it is a war against the child, a direct killing 
of the innocent child, murder by the mother herself. And if we accept that a mother can kill even her 
own child, how can we tell other people not to kill one another? How do we persuade a woman not 
to have an abortion? As always, we must persuade her with love and we remind ourselves that love 
means to be willing to give until it hurts. Jesus gave even His life to love us. So, the mother who is 
thinking of abortion, should be helped to love, that is, to give until it hurts her plans, or her free time, 
to respect the life of her child. The father of that child, whoever he is, must also give until it hurts.

By abortion, the mother does not learn to love, but kills even her own child to solve her problems. 
And, by abortion, that father is told that he does not have to take any responsibility at all for the 
child he has brought into the world. The father is likely to put other women into the same trouble. 
So abortion just leads to more abortion. Any country that accepts abortion is not teaching its people 
to love, but to use any violence to get what they want. This is why the greatest destroyer of love and 
peace is abortion.

Many people are very, very concerned with the children of India, with the children of Africa where 
quite a few die of hunger, and so on. Many people are also concerned about all the violence in this 
great country of the United States. These concerns are very good. But often these same people are 
not concerned with the millions who are being killed by the deliberate decision of their own mothers. 
And this is what is the greatest destroyer of peace today — abortion which brings people to such 
blindness.
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And for this I appeal in India and I appeal everywhere — “Let us bring the child back.” The child 
is God’s gift to the family. Each child is created in the special image and likeness of God for greater 
things — to love and to be loved. In this year of the family we must bring the child back to the 
center of our care and concern. This is the only way that our world can survive because our children 
are the only hope for the future. As older people are called to God, only their children can take their 
places.
But what does God say to us? He says: “Even if a mother could forget her child, I will not forget 
you. I have carved you in the palm of my hand.” We are carved in the palm of His hand; that unborn 
child has been carved in the hand of God from conception and is called by God to love and loved, 
not only now in this life, but forever. God can never forget us.

The beautiful gift God has given our congregation is to fight abortion by adoption. We have already, 
from our house in Calcutta, over 3,000 children adoption. And I can’t tell you what joy, what love, 
what peace those children have brought into those families. It has been a real gift of God for them 
and for us. I remember one of the little ones was very sick, so I sent for the father and the mother 
and I asked them: “Please give me back the sick child. I will give you a healthy one.” And the father 
looked at me and said, “Mother Teresa, take my life first than take the child.” So beautiful to see 
it — so much love, so much joy that little one has brought into that family. So pray for us that we 
continue this beautiful gift. And also I offer you — our Sisters are here — anybody who doesn’t 
want the child, please give it to me. I want the child.

I will tell you something beautiful. We are fighting abortion by adoption - by care of the mother and 
adoption for her baby. We have saved thousands of lives. We have sent word to the clinics, to the 
hospitals and police stations: “Please don’t destroy the child; we will take the child.” So we always 
have someone tell the mothers in trouble: “Come, we will take care of you, we will get a home for 
your child.” And we have a tremendous demand from couples who cannot have a child - but I never 
give a child to a couple who have done something not to have a child. Jesus said, “Anyone who 
receives a child in my name, receives me.” By adopting a child, these couples receive Jesus but, by 
aborting a child, a couple refuses to receive Jesus.

Let us make that one point -- that no child will be unwanted, unloved, uncared for, or killed and 
thrown away.  And give until it hurts -- with a smile.  If we remember that God loves us, and that 
we can love others as He loves us, then America can become a sign of peace for the world.

From here, a sign of care for the weakest of the weak -- the unborn child -- must go out to the world.  
If you become a burning light of justice and peace in the world, then really you will be true to what 
the founders of this country stood for.  God bless you!

Fr. Grieco
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DEACON LACHLAN

Two of our greatest saints…..Peter and Paul…share a feast day on June 29th….a recognition of the contribution 
they both made in the early days of the Church. Peter of course our first Pope…. and Paul who is often called ‘The 
Apostle to the Gentiles.’  These two great saints had very different journeys in becoming followers of Jesus Christ. 
Today I’d like to take a look at St. Paul.

 
On Thursday past we celebrated the 
feast of The Conversion of St. Paul.   
Paul (Saul as he was known) was born 
at Tarsus, Cilicia, of Jewish parents 
who were descended from the tribe 
of Benjamin. He was a Roman citizen 
from birth. To complete his schooling, 
Saul was sent to Jerusalem, where he 
studied with the famous and learned 
rabbi Gamaliel, and was educated in 
the strict observance of the ancestral 
Law.   As a convinced and zealous 
Pharisee, he returned to Tarsus 
sometime before Jesus began his public 

life. At some point after the death of Our Lord, Saul travelled back to Palestine. His profound conviction became a 
religious fanaticism against the new Church. He took part in the stoning of the first martyr, St. Stephen, and in the 
fierce persecution of the Christians that followed. We don’t know exactly when Saul was born, but he was called 
“a young man” at the stoning of Stephen and “an old man” when writing to Philemon, about the year 63……so he 
was probably born around the beginning of the Christian era.

He was entrusted with a formal mission from the high priest…. to go 
to Damascus….arrest the Christians there….. and bring them bound to 
Jerusalem. As he was nearing Damascus, a light from heaven suddenly 
blazed round him. Jesus in His glorified body appeared to him and 
addressed him, turning him away from his apparently successful career. 
This appearance of the Glorified Christ left Saul blind for three days 
and he subsequently  converted to the Christian Faith….was baptized….
changed his name from Saul to Paul,……and began travelling and 
preaching the Faith. He was martyred as an Apostle in Rome around 65 
AD.  The map above, shows some of the places where Paul brought the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The painting shown here is by Caravaggio and is called ‘The Conversion 
on the Way to Damascus’. It is a very beautiful painting, capturing the 
light from the Glorified Christ and the effects on Paul.  Caravaggio did 
however, make use of what we call…. ‘artistic license’ ….because never 
at any time are we told that Paul fell off his horse. We are told only that 
he fell to the ground. Did he have a horse? We don’t know…….but it 
certainly makes for a more interesting painting!

May Almighty God bless us, protect us from all evil, and lead us into everlasting life.   Amen  
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Jola Griffen, Chris Hanat, Genevieve Early, 
Ninabeth Palces, Vincent Sauchelli, Florence Krupski, 

Marie Lappin, Michael McGovern, Maria Celena 
DaCosta, Josephine Cassese, Emelia Arroyo, 

Joe and Flo Grimm, Eileen Hammond, Doug Wilson, 
Janet Rossano, Baby Chase, Patty Scorcia, Frank Sequino, 

Lauren Singer, Antoinette Biddick, Chisalo Family, 
Martha Brobmann, Marylin Deeken, Corinne Ganzerla

THIS WEEK’S GIFTS AND CANDLES

This week the Candles
are in loving memory of

Antonio Bernardo
Love your Wife and Children

This week the Bread & Wine 
are in loving memory of

Antonio Bernardo
Love your Wife and Children

LET US PRAY

For Those Who Died in the Lord
Mary A. Brooker
Brian J. Sexton

Josephine Mastropolo
Harold B. DeFreitas

The Sign of Peace
The flu season brings heightened concerns to everyone, and with that in mind the following 
suggestions are offered:

The Sign of Peace may take several forms including, but not limited to, the shaking of 
hands.  Those who wish may refrain from shaking hands and offer a gesture or nod or word 
of friendship and peace at that point.  All should understand and accept such a gesture as a 
genuine sign of peace.

All of us are reminded of the need to practice prudence, good hygiene and proper respiratory 
etiquette at all times, but especially when the influenza virus is prevalent.
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SAVE THE DATE
Holy Spirit’s 8th Annual Oldies Concert

Holy Spirit Church is having its 8th Annual Oldies Concert on Saturday, 
March 10, 2018! Alive ‘n Kickin’s Quartet will be the main entertainment 
for the evening! They performed here a few years ago and everyone in the 

audience had a great time! So by popular demand, they are back again. They 
are amazing performers and their energy level is unbelievable! In 1970, their 
hit song “Tighter and Tighter” reached number 7 on the charts. It became a 

million dollar seller. Pepe Cardona, the lead singer, will also be singing some 
popular songs from Broadway. Don’t miss out on this great evening of fun!

 Air personality, Don K. Reed, formally with WCBS FM, now with the Belmonts Internet radio (The Belmonts.
net) will MC the concert!  Doors open at 6PM. Dinner is included! The cost of the ticket is $35.00. If the ticket is 

purchased at the door, the cost will be $40.00 per ticket.

 Tickets will be sold after all the Masses beginning Saturday, February 17th and Sunday, February 18th  and 
Saturday, February 24th and Sunday, February 25th. Tickets are available now in case anyone would like to purchase 

their tickets early!

If anyone would like to make a basket for the raffle table or donate a new gift it would be greatly appreciated!

There will be a meeting for all volunteers on Tuesday February 6th at 7:30 pm in Martin Hall. All volunteers must be 
Virtus trained.

 The last seven Oldies Concerts have been a lot of fun and have been great fundraisers for the parish! Come join us 
for an evening of Oldies music and a trip down memory lane! Bring your friends and reserve your tables of 8 or 10 

early! For tickets or any additional information, please contact Dolores Santangelo at 516-903-6630.  

Youth Group Meeting Today
Sunday, January 28, 2018 

from 7 pm to 8 pm Martin Hall
Presenter:  Tony Bellizzi

All 7th through 10th Graders are invited
No registration is necessary

All meetings will take place from 7 pm to 8 pm in Martin Hall on 
February 11, March 11, April 15, May 6 and June 10, 2018.
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FAMILY MASS LECTOR SCHEDULE

   
January 28

Intro:  Rosie Zehnter
1st:  Isis Rojas
2nd:  Gregory Marzano
Petitions: Ciara Lennon

February 4
Intro:  Ally Petricca
1st:  Gabby Munge
2nd:  Sarah Bush
Petitions: Larissa Scandura

February 11
Intro:  Victoria McGuigan
1st:  Kaitlyn O’Brien
2nd:  Jasmine Garnica
Petitions: Eamonn Lennon

FAMILY MASS 
Sunday, 

January 21, 2018
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Parents’ Club of Boy Scout Troop 298
invites you to our annual

PANCAKE BREAKFAST TODAY
Sunday, January 28, 2018

9 am – 1 pm
Holy Spirit Church Cafeteria

Delicious Pancakes, Raffles and Door Prizes!!!
All are welcome!

 Adults 11-59  $6 Adults 60+  $5;
 Boy Scouts  $4 Children 3-10  $3
          (2 and under are free)

Retreat in Assisi and visit to Rome 
June 15 – 25, 2018

Last Chance, Last Retreat

I have been giving a six day retreat in Assisi for the past 
27 years.  Now that I am serving on the faculty of the 

North American College in Rome, I will offer this retreat 
for one last time.

I wish to invite you to a special retreat in the footsteps 
of St. Francis and St. Clare in Assisi June 15 – 25, 2018.  
I will give two conferences a day for six days in Assisi 
with Mass each day in the various Churches.  There is 

ample time for prayer and visiting the holy places.  The 
entire city of Assisi becomes the retreat house.  We will 

be staying at the Hotel Posta in Assisi.  We will then 
spend three days in Rome at Domus Carmelitana not far 
from St. Peter’s.  For further information you can access 

the brochure at: www.pilgrimages.com/frmcnamara
All arrangements are being made by 206 Tours and you 
register through them.  You can call Chris at 206 Tours: 

800 206 8687 or email him at: Chris@206tours.com

I look forward to sharing this with you.
Fr. Jim McNamara

50 / 50 CLUB
The winners of the 50-50 Club this month were 

Chris & Hilda Roerden.   They won $667.

For less than $10 a month a member gets a chance 
to win between $600 and $800.  Each month for a 

full year they have this chance to win.

The subscription is $100 for the year.  If you wish 
to join put your name, address, phone number 
and email on a piece of paper.  Then enclose your 
check with the information in an envelope.  You 
may mail it to the Holy Spirit 50-50 Club, 16 So. 
6th St., New Hyde Park, NY 11040 or place it in 
the weekly collection basket clearly marked for 

the 50-50 Club.

Any questions, feel free to call Rich or Maureen 
at 

516 248-2820 or email richmo70@aol.com.
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PASTORAL STAFF

Rev Frank Grieco, Pastor Ext. 116
E-mail: frgrieco@yahoo.com

Deacon Lachlan Cameron Ext. 112
E-mail: cameron@optonline.net

Deacon Douglas Ferreiro Ext. 171
E-mail: Douglas.ferreiro@gmail.com

Deacon John J. Hogan  Ext. 132
E-mail:jhoganhs@gmail.com

Religious Education Office Ext. 132
(During class times  Ext. 133)
E-mail:  holyspiritred@holyspiritli.org

Music Director: Mary Bolan Ext. 176

Bulletin - Anna Rose Regan
E-mail: bulletin@holyspiritli.org

Parish Social Ministry 
Tom Friel, Director  Ext. 138
E-mail: TFriel@holyspiritli.org 

Website: www.holyspiritnhp.com
Coordinator: May O’Boyle Deegan
E-mail: HolySpiritWebsite@gmail.com

Rectory Office   Ext. 117
Phone: 516-354-0359
Fax : 516-354-2611

Rectory Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am - 8:00 pm
Friday: Closed
Saturday: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Religious Education Office Hours:
Mondays:  9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Thursdays: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm

Church Hours:
Monday through Friday 7:00 am - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 7:00 am - 6:15 pm
Sunday: 7:00 am - 2:00 pm

Emergency call (516) 880-2936

SOCIAL MINISTRY

The needs of the Social Ministry Pantry are:
Hot and cold cereal, small bags of rice, 
jelly, jars of pasta sauce, boxes of mashed 

potatoes and canned potatoes.

Thank you for your continued generosity 
to the Food Pantry.

Thank you to Dominick’s Deli for their 
generosity to our food pantry.

  BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN
The Baby Bottle Campaign to benefit The Life Center 

of Long Island will be completed 
with collection of the filled bottles this weekend.

Please continue to  say the prayer attached 
to the bottle.

Thank you for your continued prayerful and 
financial support and be assured it is making a BIG 
DIFFERENCE in the lives of many people served 
bythis busy crisis pregnancy center. Keep Going!!



Monday, January 29, 2018
12:15 PM TOPS
7:15 PM  AA Meeting
7:30 PM Family Mass Band

Tuesday,   January 30, 2018
10:00 AM Legion of Mary
 

Wednesday, January 31, 2018

Thursday, February 1, 2018
6:30 PM Our Lady of Guadalupe Prayer
  Group
7:15 PM AA Meeting Caf

Friday, February 2, 2018
3:00 PM Rosary and Divine Mercy

Saturday, February 3, 2018
7:00 AM  AA Meeting 
3:45 PM Confessions
     
Sunday, February 4, 2018
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PARISH OFFERING
The collection for last week, Sunday, January 21, 2018 was $10,438.

Your kindhearted generosity to Holy Spirit Church is very much appreciated.

SATURDAY January 27th - Vigil
5:00PM Dora Karcich

SUNDAY January 28th - Fourth Sunday in 
 Ordinary Time
8:00 AM Parishioners of Holy Spirit 
9:30 AM Joseph McVeigh
11:00 AM George Warren
12:30 PM Elena Cutrupi

MONDAY January 29th - Weekday
8:30 AM Purgatorial

TUESDAY January 30th - Weekday
8:30AM Mr. Frank Grieco

WEDNESDAY   January 31st - Saint John Bosco, Priest                          
8:30 AM Agnes Kozhimannil

THURSDAY   February 1st - Weekday
8:30 AM Daniel Nadel

FRIDAY February 2nd - Presentation of the Lord
8:30 AM Joyce McCabe

SATURDAY February 3rd - Weekday
8:30AM  Bill Lynch

SATURDAY February 3rd - Vigil
5:00PM Isabelle Romano

SUNDAY February 4th - Fifth Sunday in 
 Ordinary Time
8:00 AM Joyce McCabe 
9:30 AM Parishioners of Holy Spirit
11:00 AM Louis V. Savino
12:30 PM Florence Reilly


