Church of the Holy Spirit
16 South 6th Street, New Hyde Park, New York 11040
April 24th 2016 - Fifth Sunday of Easter

Emily had a
conversation with God
at last week’s Family
Mass.

John Wachowicz, a
seminarian, spoke at
all of our masses last
week.

PASTOR’S PAGE
Dear All Parishioners,
I want to continue to thank all parishioners for your support of our Parish, both spiritual and financial!
I have a much better understanding of this Parish compared to when I first arrived and, therefore,
have a much greater appreciation of how much people do and how much they give. I make myself
present and available on Sundays, and find people to be kind and friendly.
We are beginning this Sunday to promote our 3rd annual Family Festival. You will be hearing about
this on a regular basis. This festival serves the parish in two very important ways: 1) Financially:
every parish needs money to pay bills and to run programs. This gives us some flexibility. 2) Socially/
pastorally: the festival brings an energy and a buzz to the parish. With your help, we can make it
three in a row. Please support us financially, but please be part of the fun, too.
A Thank you to some of our young people!
Last week, at the Family Mass, Emily Smith a high school senior, had a conversation with God. This
was a wonderful dialog between a teenager and the voice of God. Like Moses, we heard God’s voice
but were not able to see him. Emily put a lot of work into this, and it is greatly appreciated! The
young people were mesmerized by this conversation.
Katie Milinic, a high school sophomore, is a member of the Future Business Leaders of America. Two
weeks ago she was in Rochester with other members and an advisor from Sewanhaka High School.
She competed in an event called “Client Services” and came in first place in the entire State of New
York. She will now be representing New York at the National Leadership Conference in Atlanta
Georgia. Katie and Emily are altar servers, attend Mass every week and are involved in several facets
of parish life.
Larissa Scandura, Hailey Mikowski and Jasmine Garnica exemplified their commitment to our parish
and, specifically, to the Family Mass last week. Larissa, and her mother, had a surprise 60th birthday
party for her father on Saturday night. With all the excitement, she did not get to sleep until 3:00
A.M. However, she still attended the Family Mass and fulfilled her responsibility as a lector. Hailey
Mikowski had an all-night girl scout function on Saturday night and, she too, made it in time for
the Family Mass and lead the congregation with the petitions (the Prayer of the Faithful). Jasmine
Garnica had two roles at the same Mass. She read the first reading and walked back over to the choir
to lead us with the responsorial Psalm.
In all the above cases, the teenagers mentioned had made a commitment and, although
inconvenienced, lived up to their promise to God. This is what we are called to do! Thank you ladies!
On another note, John Wachowicz, a seminarian studying at St. Joseph’s seminary in Yonkers spoke
at all Sunday Masses last week. He spoke about his own vocation but also encouraged our young
people to listen to and respond to God. The church can use more dedicated priests and consecrated
women and men to make a commitment to God. I’m sure we have at least several in our parish. We
may not know who they are; but God does.
Have a great week and be assured of my daily prayer’s.
Fr. Grieco
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DEACON LACHLAN
Pope Francis’s recent apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia. (The Joy of Love), are his thoughts, as it were, on
the two Synods on the Family which were held in Rome in 2014 and 2015. One of the chapters is of particular
interest for most of us. In chapter 4, “Love in Marriage,” the Holy Father offers an explanation of that popular
wedding reading, St. Paul’s ode to love from 1 Corinthians.
The Holy Father tells us that Paul’s letter is about more than marriage. It’s about mercy in action. The love
that St. Paul celebrates as the greatest and most enduring virtue is intended to be the pattern for every human
relationship. That’s why Pope Francis’s reflections on the phrase “love bears all things” is of interest to us.
Pope Francis tells us that when Paul speaks about how love “bears all things” ……this is about more than
simply putting up with evil……it has to do with the use of the tongue. It can mean “holding one’s peace” about
what may be wrong with another person. … In seeking to uphold God’s law we must never forget this specific
requirement of love.
The Jubilee Year suggestion for practicing mercy is, then, not just an optional nice thing to do but a “specific
requirement of love”. It’s not a new notion. The Letter of James also speaks about the destructive power of
unmerciful speech among the first Christians…..
“Consider how small a fire can set a huge forest ablaze. The tongue is also a fire…..”
Today we would amend James’s description to include the typing fingers and the texting thumbs…..how often
have we been uncharitable…angry…..cruel…..when using electronic media? In our quest for happiness or
success we often overlook the feelings of those around us…family…friends…colleagues. We fix our gaze on
the ‘prize’ and let nothing get in our way. While ‘fraternal correction’ may sometimes be necessary, the Holy
Father is concerned about the times when we are sarcastic, uncharitable or angry…… all to bring down the
esteem and well-being of others.
Most of us are probably guilty of this at some point each day. We become impatient when things don’t go our
way….we become annoyed with people who don’t do things the way we would like them to…(confession….
this is one of my sins when driving…..there….I’ve warned you!). Seriously, though, in the course of the day
there are countless times when we probably say, or do (text, email) something that is unnecessary and shows no
mercy to the person we have offended.
Francis is advising us to show more respect for
one another. If our lives are based on the mercy
that we are called to show, then when we come to
be married (as St. Paul and Pope Francis teach us)
we have a solid foundation on which to build that
marriage. The Holy Father wants to bring us back to
basics, to encourage us to reexamine our lives and
make the necessary adjustments. For most of us…
those adjustments need not be great…we just need
some tweaking.
*********************************
Nice picture of Pope Francis and Pope Benedict
on a stamp issued by Ecuador. This week we may
want to pray for the earthquake victims in Ecuador.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

DAY OF RECOLLECTION

April 17th - April 24th

All the women of the parish are invited
to a Day of Recollection with the Rosary
Altar Society on Saturday, May 14, 9:00
a.m.-3:00 p.m. for a “Spiritual Spring
Cleaning”. It will be held at:

SUNDAY
		

ACTS 14:21-27; REV 21:1-5A;
JN 13:31-33A, 34-35

MONDAY:

1 PT 5:5B-14; MK 16:15-20

TUESDAY:

ACTS 14:19-28; JN 14:27-31A

WEDNESDAY: ACTS 15:1-6; JN 15:1-8
THURSDAY:

ACTS 15:7-21; JN 15:9-11

FRIDAY

ACTS 15:22-31; JN 15:12-17

SATURDAY:

ACTS 16:1-10; JN 15:18-21		

SUNDAY
		

ACTS 15:1-2, 22-29;
REV 21:10-14, 22-23; JN 14:23-29

Our Lady of Grace Center
29 Shelter Rock Road
Manhasset, NY 11030
The cost will be $40.00 person. For
information and reservations call
Grace – 516-437-6870 by May 2nd.

THIS WEEK’S GIFTS AND CANDLES

This week the Bread & Wine
are in Loving memory of
Pete Iconis
with Love from
Phyllis & John Thomas

This week the Candles
are in Thanksgiving
for all
New Human Life

LET US PRAY

BANNS OF MARRIAGE

Ninabeth Palces, Brian Woodward,
Matthew Wargas, Damon Andrade,
Jack Baierlein, Janet Rossano, Dolores
Dragonetti, Joe Sharkey, Neil Duggan,
Eileen Hammond, Jean Keegan, Joyce McCabe, Jola Griffen, Chris Hanat,
Marie Brown

First Bann of Marriage
May God Bless
Giuseppe Vettri & Jaclyn Mee
who will be entering in the
Sacrament of Marriage
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LET US PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY

THIS WEEK AT HOLY SPIRIT

SATURDAY
5:00PM

April 23rd - Vigil Mass
Kathleen Kilcommons

Sunday,
		
9:00 AM

April 24th, 2016
Pro Life Baby Shower
CYO Soccer Registration

SUNDAY
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM

April 24th - Fifth Sunday of Easter
Rose and John Corio and Family
Parishioners of Holy Spirit
Catarina Adamo
John and Kathleen Lennon
Edward Dreelan

Monday,
7:15 PM

April 25th, 2016
AA Meeting

Tuesday,
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM

April 26th, 2016
K of C First Degree Interviews
Holy Spirit Players - Rehearsals
Legion of Mary

MONDAY
8:30AM

April 25th - St. Mark
Purgatorial

TUESDAY
8:30AM

April 26th - Easter Weekday
Eileen Walsh

Wednesday, April 27th, 2016
		No Activities
Thursday,
April 28th, 2016
6:30 PM
O.L. of Guadalupe
		Prayer Group
7:15 PM
AA Meeting Caf
7:30 PM
Holy Spirit Players - Rehearsals
7:30 PM
HS Choir Rehearsals

WEDNESDAY April 27th - Easter Weekday
8:30AM
Pasquale Graziano
THURSDAY
8:30AM

April 28th - Easter Weekday
Anthony O’Donnell

FRIDAY
8:30AM

April 29th - St. Catherine of Siena
Genevieve Brzuszewski

SATURDAY
8:30AM
Living:

April 30th - Easter Weekday
Mass of Multiple Intentions
Lillian Chiesa

SATURDAY
5:00PM

April 30th - Vigil Mass
Bridget Dileto

SUNDAY
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM

May 1st - Sixth Sunday of Easter
Catherine Budion
Joanne Sharkey
Parishioners of Holy Spirit
May Athenas

Friday,
12:15 PM
3:00 PM

April 29th, 2016
“TOPS” Meeting
Rosary and Divine Mercy

Saturday,
7:00 AM
3:45 PM

April 30th, 2016
AA Meeting
Confessions

Sunday,
9:30 AM
		

May 1st, 2016
Rosary Society
May Crowning Mass

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
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The Bishop’s Office has notified
Fr. Grieco that the date for our
Confirmation class
to receive the grace of the
Sacrament of Confirmation is
Monday, October 17, 2016, at
4:00 P.M.

FAMILY MASS

“I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have
loved you, so you also should love one another. This is how
all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.”
								
John 13:34-35
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A LETTER OF GRATITUDE

Pro-Life Baby Shower

Holy Spirit is pleased to host our annual “Baby Shower” this
weekend - April 23 and 24 after all of the Masses. The donation
to this shower will benefit Long Island Birthright.
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SPONSORS NEEDED
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FAMILY FESTIVAL
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FAMILY MASS LECTOR SCHEDULE
April 24th		
1st Gabby Munge
			2nd Victoria McGuigan
			Petitions: Allison Marzano
			Intro: Sarah Hogan

May 8th:		
1st Nicole Dana
			2nd Greg Marzano
			Petitions: Eammon Lennon
			Intro: Jason Padilla

May 1st		
1st Emma Cintron
			2nd Sarah Bush
			Petitions: Ciara Lennon
			Intro: Ally Petricca

PARISH OFFERING
May our Lord continue to bless Holy Spirit Parish and all those who give unconditionally.
Last weeks collection, Sunday, April 17th was $12,478.
Thank you!

50/50 CLUB
The winners of the 50-50 Club this month are Pat and Earl Johnson.
They won $930.
Social ministry

CRAFT AND FLEA MARKET

Thank you for all that you do!

Enjoy the Spring Fling
at St. Hedwig’s:
Raffles, Crafts & Shopping

Items needed for this week:
Powered Milk, Condensed Milk,
Chef Boyardee, Box Mashed Potatoes, Pasta sauce,
white rice

Saturday, April 23rd 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Thanks to Dominic’s Deli on Herricks Rd. for
donating trays of hot food
every Monday for the Pantry.

Sunday, April 24th 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sunday Raffles 1:30 p.m.

“...Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of
these brothers
of mine, you did for me.”
				
Matthew 25:40

Saint Hedwig’s Rosary Altar Society
309 Jericho Turnpike, Floral Park, NY

Also, Keep the date open, Social Ministry Annual
Fishing Trip June 11,2016
More to follow.
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