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My dear friends, 

 

I hope this note finds you and your family well. This has not been an easy time 

for any of us, but we must try our best to stay positive and faithful. I want to 

remind you that we are in this together, and we are pulling for, and praying for 

each other. We have a wonderful parish and a great community and we are one 

with God. Please know that we are connected through our faith in Jesus Christ.   

 

I am aware that other parishes are streaming daily Mass and doing other creative 

things to keep their parishioners connected. That is wonderful! However, my 

opinion is that our Diocese has a professional television station that offers two 

Masses per day, one from our Cathedral (St. Agnes), and one from St. Patrick’s 

Cathedral. These are beautiful liturgies presented in a very professional way. 

They offer music and top-notch technology. The Mass from St. Agnes is on daily 

at 8:30 a.m., and the Mass from St. Patrick’s is on at 6:30 p.m.   

 

Just to repeat what I mentioned in one of my earlier letters regarding Church 

closure; I prefer to be cautious and keep the Church locked. We have no control 

over who, or how many people, visit the Church to pray. We also do not have a 

large enough staff to clean and sterilize the Church several times a day. Also, if 

someone falls, gets hurt or sick, there is no one around to help them. We are all 

praying hard and remain hopeful that these very challenging times will end soon.  

I very much look forward to the day we can reopen the Church to pray together, 

and celebrate the Eucharist.    

 

We have learned about many real and fictional heroes in our lifetime, many 

through movies we have seen and books we have read. A hero is someone who 

takes an impossible situation and makes it possible. When I was very young, 

Superman was my favorite superhero. When I was about nine years old, and 

through my teenage years, some professional athletes and coaches became my 

heroes. When I matured and started taking life more seriously, I looked at the 

Bible to find my life-long heroes.   



 

This past Wednesday, March 25th, was the Feast of the Annunciation of the Lord 

(Christmas is exactly 9 months away). This feast celebrates the Angel Gabriel’s 

announcement to the virgin Mary, that she has been chosen to be the mother to 

God’s only son. At the time, Mary lived in a town in Galilee called Nazareth, and 

was betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. Here we have 

three heroes: Jesus, the Blessed Mother and the Angel Gabriel. Jesus because 

he gave up his life for us. The Blessed Mother, Mary, because of her 

unconditional “yes” to God, and Gabriel who was God’s loyal messenger.  

 

By virtue of our baptism, and Confirmation, we are also called to be heroes and 

messengers of God. We are called to be heroes to our children and families. We 

are called to be a positive influence in their lives. We are called to be leaders by 

example. We are called to be disciples of Christ, not only in what we say, but in 

how we live. This is our time to be positive, to live out the graces God has 

blessed us with. This is a time for us to be heroes.  

     

When Jesus couldn’t make it to the temple he prayed on the mountain, in the 

boat, at someone’s house or among the people. We can stay focused by 

watching Mass on television, praying at our homes, and living our lives as faithful 

Catholics. As heroes! 

 

I promise to continue to pray for each and every one of you, as I celebrate private 

Mass every day. Please continue to pray for me. 

 

Love and God Bless, 

 

Fr. Grieco 

 


