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Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 29, 2020 

 

 

Hello All, 

  

Here are some thoughts re: John 11:1-45, the Gospel for this Sunday.  In the Gospel, John 

relates the raising of Lazarus from the dead…Jesus’ great miracle witnessed by many and 

irrefutable.  We all know the story; Jesus is summoned to Bethany by Mary and Martha with 

the message that “Master the one you love is ill.” Jesus tells the apostles that “This illness is 

not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through 

it.” 

  

Upon arriving in Bethany, Jesus finds that Lazarus has already been in the tomb for 4 days 

and Martha says to Him: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  Jesus’ 

response is: “Your brother will rise.”  Martha says she knows he will rise “in the resurrection on 

the last day.”  Jesus responds: “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, 

even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” 

  

Jesus overcome with his love for Lazarus, and seeing the grief of Mary and Martha, prays to 

the Father for all to see (for He does all things through the Father) and calls Lazarus 

forth…raising him from the dead.  In Lazarus’ raising, we see the unity of the Trinity…the unity 

of Father and Son and the action of their love, namely the Holy Spirit.  We also recognize that 

the raising of Lazarus portends Jesus’ own rising from the dead.  Jesus raises Lazarus, but of 

His own power in the Trinitarian God, will rise from the dead after his crucifixion. There is a 

difference between being raised and rising…Jesus acts to raise Lazarus, but later will rise of his 

own accord as the Second Person in the Trinity. 

  

In reflecting upon this scripture, I am also struck by the fact that in John’s Gospel, Jesus 

reveals Himself to us through women…from the beginning such a source of faith and strength 

for all of us and the Church.  Women who then, and now, continue to bring Jesus and faith to 

all of us.  We all know of our Blessed Mother’s great faith and willingness to respond to 

God.  Mary is the pure vessel, immaculately conceived and the new Eve; the new Ark of the 

Covenant; the pure vessel.  Mary’s “yeses” to God are astounding.  She says yes to being the 

Mother of God, even though she knew the danger that might carry for her … pregnant before 

her marriage and subject to Jewish law.  She says “yes” again at Cana, when she prompts 

Jesus to begin His ministry by changing water into to wine…setting Him on the course of His 

public ministry.  Like so many of our mothers, it’s like she’s saying: “Okay, get on with it…it’s 

time!”  Then later, at the foot of the Cross, she says “yes” to being the Mother of the 

Church…the Church that is Jesus in Word and Sacrament…now carrying the Church for her 

Son, and carrying all of us to Him as the great intercessor. 
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Think about the Samaritan woman at the well.  Jesus not only speaks to a woman 

unprompted, and a Samaritan woman at that, something unheard of for a Jewish man, but 

opens up salvation to the Gentiles, an openness that St. Paul will act on.  Jesus tells her at the 

well: “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; but whoever drinks the water 

I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall give will become in him a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life.” Again, Jesus reveals himself as the source of all life…eternal life 

for those who believe in Him. He is the way to the Father and a share in His divinity and the 

Trinity. 

  

Today, on this Fifth Sunday of Lent, we see the same message through Mary and Martha…that 

Jesus is the source of all life. “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, 

even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.”    

  

Let’s jump ahead to the foot of the Cross.  Who is there? “Standing by the Cross of Jesus were 

His mother and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. When 

Jesus saw His mother and the disciple there whom He loved, He said to His mother, ‘Woman 

behold, your son.’  Then He said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your Mother.’” Mary becomes 

Mother of the Church and our mother. 

  

Finally, on the morning of the Resurrection, Jesus reveals Himself to Mary of Magdala: “…go 

to my brothers and tell them ‘I am going to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.” 

  

We see in the story of Lazarus Jesus’ power and authority as the second person of the 

Trinity. We again see His promise of eternal life for those who believe.  We also see the strong 

role of women in the mission of Jesus and the Church.  A mission that reveals Jesus as God to 

all of us.  A mission that is filled with love, mercy and the promise of life. A mission that points 

us to the eternal and not the secular. A mission that tells us it’s Jesus who is the key to life, 

not possessions or power or honor. A mission that our mothers, wives, aunts, and sisters 

continue to carry out to this very day.  

  

As we reflect upon the story of Lazarus, and the role of the women in our faith lives, let’s 

remember that it’s Jesus who’s the source of life.  It’s Jesus who gets us through the difficult 

times.  It’s Jesus who tells us: “Do not be afraid.” Jesus never fails and He never abandons us. 

  

God’s Peace! 

 

Deacon John 


