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A Friday unlike any other, some 2,000 years ago. A Friday that would see the world changed 

forever, for on that Friday Jesus Christ would carry his Cross to Calvary. The Cross of our sins 

on which he would die for all of us, so that we might enjoy eternal life with Jesus and the Father.  

Only God become man could offer a sacrifice perfect enough to cleanse the sin of Adam and 

Eve, and all of us…past, present and future. No animal sacrifice could ever be enough…only a 

sacrifice of God become human could suffice…only such a sacrifice from the perfect one would 

be enough to atone for our sins. 

 

So out of pure love, for God is love, Jesus accepted his human fate. He allowed himself to be 

put on trial; to be scourged; to receive his Crown of Thorns, to carry his Cross through the 

streets of Jerusalem. The same streets upon which he was cheered only a few short days 

ago…but this time he hears the curses, the jeers and the taunts of the crowd. This time he is 

ridiculed.  However, there are moments of compassion too: the tears from many in the crowd; 

Veronica wiping his bloodied and sweating face, his mother Mary reaching out to him and 

suffering with him…her heart pierced by the sword as Simeon had prophesized.   

 

Then the greatest sacrifice of them all, Jesus allows himself to be nailed to the Cross. As he 

hangs there in all the pain, with breaths that are difficult to take, what does he do…he forgives 

all of us. “Forgive them Father for they know not what they do.” Words that should take our 

breath away.  

 

Finally, Jesus commends his spirit to the Father and says: ”It is finished.”  His mission, the mission 

of the Christ the Messiah, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, is finished. He defeats death, 

our physical death and our spiritual death from sin. Of course, the story will not end here, it will 

be fulfilled on Easter Sunday.     

 

Are we ready to pick up our cross and follow Jesus? Are we ready to commend our lives and 

spirits to God? Are we ready to learn the lessons of Calvary? Eternal life with Jesus and the 

Father is waiting. It’s our choice.  

 

 

 


