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Those of us who are city dwellers, or simply people who live in 21st century Nassau County, are 

not familiar with such terms as a sheepfold. Afterall, there are not too many sheep around here!  

About the only wildlife we see are birds and squirrels. However, the people of Jesus’ time certainly 

understood the terms he was using.  Jesus knows his audience; his people. He knows how to teach 

them…how to “pull them into” his teachings by connecting with them on the level of every day 

occurrences…with things they know.   

 

So…what do we know about today’s Gospel? We certainly don’t know sheep, but we do know that 

they follow the shepherd…that they know their shepherd’s voice. We know that the shepherd will 

keep them safe and, as the 23rd Psalm tells us: he will bring them to good grazing land; will lead 

them to safe waters; will lead them along the right path…so they don’t stumble and fall. The 

shepherd leads the sheep and keeps them safe in his care. 

 

We do know what a gate is. We know that it keeps unwanted guests out and keeps those within 

it safe. Jesus is telling us that he is our gate…our gate to eternal life. He is telling us don’t be fooled 

by those who are outside the gate touting the allurements and temptations of this present world.  

Don’t be fooled by false teachings or easy ways.   

 

Again, Jesus is our gate…we are his sheep…lost in a present world of distractions, false promises, 

doubts and fears. There is only one true shepherd for us, only one shepherd who knows the 

way…Jesus Christ. Only by following Jesus, the Good Shepherd, may we acquire eternal life and 

share in the divinity of the Trinity. Jesus will get us home to Heaven…Jesus provides us with 

abundant life.  We can follow the false shepherds of this world and their false promises or, we can 

follow Jesus who is the only one who can shepherd us safely to eternal life. 

 

So, as we reflect on today’s Gospel, let’s remember that only Jesus shepherds us to life in the new 

covenant. If we believe in him; if we listen and preach his word with our voices and live our lives 

according to his teachings, and if we believe and consume his body and blood in the Eucharist, 

then we, the sheep, have found our way through the gate, through Jesus.  We follow him to green 

pastures of love, safety and eternal life. 

 

May God’s Peace and Blessings be with you all, 

 

Deacon John 

 


