
A Message from Our Pastor 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Aside from a couple of very sad and traumatizing funerals, I had during 
my 19 years as a priest, this is the most difficult (and semi-depressing) 
time for me. I’m sure most of you feel the same way. It’s sad enough 
that we cannot celebrate Mass together until, at least, April 14th, but 
it’s harder for me to believe we will not be celebrating Holy Week 
together. I want you to know that I feel for each and every one of you.  
Even though, we may not be physically together, we are all very much 
connected through our faith in Jesus Christ. Monsignor Dreasen and I 
celebrate private Mass every day. During these Masses, we pray for the 
daily Mass intentions and for all of you, our friends and parishioners of 
Holy Spirit Church in New Hyde Park.   
 
To help stay connected during this time, please visit our website at 
HolySpiritnhp.com. We will post a message a couple of times a week. 
Also, please visit our Diocesan website at DRVC.org, on a regular basis. 
Additionally, Catholic Faith Network (CFN), formally Telecare, is a 
wonderful resource for daily Mass and other excellent programming.  
They offer Mass 3 times per day, and as we approach Holy Week, they 
offer many of our traditional rituals, like Stations of the Cross and many 
types of sermons/talks. I was watching yesterday, Wednesday, and 
Bishop Andrzej gave an excellent talk on the 7 last words of Christ.  
When you’re on the Diocesan website, please look for the most recent 
pastoral letter by Bishop Barres. His pastoral letter is titled “The Great 
Week” and it’s a phenomenal explanation of Holy Week. Informative, 
educational, inspiring and very easy to read.  Additionally, go to 
YouTube and search for Bishop Robert Barron. I speak about Bishop 
Barron frequently, as my favorite author and homilist. He has a gift for 
explaining things in the most simple and friendly way. 



 
Although, we will not have a weekly bulletin for a while, we are trying 
to have one printed in time for Holy Week. The bulletin company is 
struggling, just as so many of our local companies are struggling, but 
they will make every effort to make this happen. We will keep you 
posted via our website, so please visit HolySpiritnhp.com, a couple of 
times a week. 
 
When I heard on Monday that we would not be permitted to celebrate 
Mass publicly until April 14th, I was heartbroken. It was surreal, it just 
didn’t make sense. This news was sad and disturbing to me.  What I 
have decided to do, and you may want to try this, is offer it up to God 
as a true lent.  When Jesus died on Good Friday, his people were alone, 
they did not have Jesus. This is the point of Holy Saturday, we do not 
have Jesus. This is why we do not have Mass on Holy Saturday: no 
Jesus, no Mass! I am making this period of time my Holy Saturday.  
Rather than be sad every day, I am making this my own lent, a real 
version of the Stations of the Cross. Our Holy Week liturgies are so 
amazingly beautiful, but in some ways, we don’t fully appreciate the 
sadness surrounding Palm Sunday and Good Friday. Jesus is crucified 
and many of us go to breakfast or dinner with family and friends. We 
now have this time, and opportunity, to make this our real Holy 
Saturday…we don’t have Jesus, but we are waiting for him to come.     
 
Again, please do your best to stay connected, and know that you are 
not alone. We are all in this together. Let’s also pray for all of God’s 
people, locally and globally, who are struggling in so many ways, some 
physically and some financially. May God hear our prayers! 
 
Be assured of mine, 
 
Fr. Grieco 


