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Message from Our Pastor 
April 20, 2020 

 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 

 

I have not posted any messages for over a week, since the Bishop, our Deacons and 

our parishioners, posted several articles on our website during this time. I hope you are 

enjoying all these articles and photos. 

 

1) Please know that, especially during these challenging times, you are being 

prayed for, and I think of all of you every day. Monsignor Dreasen and I celebrate 

daily Mass privately every day and we pray for the daily Mass intention, and for 

all parishioners. We also pray for all whom are struggling with health issues, 

issues of loneliness, and for those with major financial concerns. If you have 

specific prayer requests, please send this request to Monica and she will post it 

on the Prayer of the Faithful section on our website. Her email is: 

mgannon@holyspiritli.org 

 

2) At this time, I want to thank all of you who have made a financial contribution to 

our parish. Some of you have been “over the top generous” and this is greatly 

appreciated!  But I thank all of you for doing what you can. Unfortunately, 

according to N.Y. State, the earliest we may be able to open is the middle of 

May. This is so difficult for all of us, and we are all struggling with this in different 

ways. Please take time to pray, watch Mass on television and remain hopeful. 

 

3) In this past Sunday’s Gospel, the Apostles were also struggling and knowing this, 

Jesus appeared to them as they were hiding in the Upper Room. However, since 

Thomas was not with them at this moment, he refused to believe that Jesus 

came physically to visit them. With this, Jesus came back to visit them. This time 

Thomas was with them and he came to believe. Listen carefully to what Jesus 

said to Thomas: “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” 

 

This is us; we are in Sunday’s gospel!  We have not physically seen Jesus but 

we believe based on the truth of the gospels, and on the fact that Jesus rose 

from the dead. We are blessed because we believe without seeing! We do not 

come to church to see our friends, although it’s so nice to see everyone, and we 

mailto:mgannon@holyspiritli.org


 Page 2  

don’t come to church just to sing, read or serve in any way. We come to church 

because Jesus rose on the third day. We know our faith is real. We believe 

without seeing. Although I know I have a great life and have been blessed in so 

many ways, I have also gained a greater appreciation of life, and our faith, these 

past few weeks. So many things that I have taken for granted I can no longer do. 

Please remain hopeful and use this time constructively. This is a time we must 

not doubt, but trust. Jesus may not physically be with us, but he is certainly with 

us.  This is why we go to church!  Remember the words of Jesus, “Blessed are 

those who have not seen and have believed”! 

 

Be assured of my love and prayers, 

 

Fr. Grieco 

 

       


