
 
 
 

Reflection for Easter Sunday 

 

 

“But at daybreak on the first day of the week they (the Holy Women) took the spices they had 

prepared and went to the tomb.  They found the stone rolled away from the tomb; but when they 

entered, they did not find the body of Jesus. While they were puzzling over this, behold, two men 

in dazzling garments appeared to them.  They were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground.  

They said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but he has 

been raised” (Luke 24: 1-6) 

 

There it is! “Why do you look for the living among the dead?” Jesus is Risen. As the Christian 

song “Glorious Morning” says: “Glorious morning, Jesus is risen.  No tomb could hold him.  No 

stone could seal. Glorious morning the world has a Savior.  He is alive and his truth is revealed.”   

 

His truth is revealed…Jesus is what he says he is…the very Son of God. The Second Person of the 

Trinity became man to save us; defeat death and promise us eternal life. All the prophesies are 

fulfilled through him. The new covenant has been established through Jesus and for all of us. If 

we believe, if we follow the great commandment to “love one another,” we will live with Jesus 

and the Father forever. 

 

To this day, there are those who deny the Resurrection. There are those who still say it’s all a hoax.  

That dead is dead and to think that anyone could rise from the dead is folly. It defies science and 

logic. Yes, it does!!  Our God is not bound by science and/or logic. Our God is beyond our science 

and our logic. Our God controls and determines; we don’t; our science doesn’t; our logic cannot 

even begin to comprehend our God in all his majesty. Sorry, it’s all there in Luke: “Why do you 

look for the living among the dead?” 

 

Here’s what the deniers say: 
 

• The apostles came to the tomb and stole the body of Jesus and then hid it. Really, for two 

thousand years without a trace? Really, these apostles stole the body? These apostles? The 

very same apostles (except for John) who denied knowing Jesus and then ran and hid from 

the Jewish and Roman authorities for fear of their own lives. These apostles stirred their 

courage and then overpowered the Roman guards at the tomb; stole the body and hid it so 

well that to this very day it has not been found. These apostles?? Then, after hiding the 

body, these apostles set out to perpetrate the greatest hoax in the history of the 

world…preaching the Resurrection and eternal life without fear of death and martyrdom. 

(A martyrdom, again with the exception of John, that they would all suffer.) Sorry I don’t 

think so. No, something miraculous happened to the apostles and the followers of 

Jesus…they saw Jesus in his resurrected body. They encountered the very living God and 

believed now more than ever and, once strengthened by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, set 

about to preach the Good News. 
 



• Here’s another one:  Jesus did not die on the Cross. He was simply unconscious and was 

nursed back to health. Really?? The Roman soldiers missed that Jesus was alive? Soldiers 

of the greatest empire on Earth at the time, soldiers trained to kill, couldn’t tell when 

someone they had crucified was dead? I don’t think so! Now that defies logic! Oh, and by 

the way, Jesus’ followers didn’t notice that Jesus was alive when they laid him in the tomb?  

Again, now what defies logic. Our God is beyond our logic… beyond our science.   

 

Our God rose from the dead. Jesus is risen. Jesus lives. 

 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  “Glorious morning!!  Jesus is Risen!! 

 

In the face of this reality, the reality of our risen God, the deniers and doubters fall by the wayside. 

Now through the inspired faith of the apostles the Church of Jesus Christ, led by St. Peter, begins 

and continues to preach Jesus Christ to this very day. Nothing will stand against the Church of 

Jesus. I love the following excerpt from Bishop Robert Barron in his book Catholicism (p.35): 

 

“In April of 2005 the newly elected pope Benedict XVI came onto the front loggia of St. Peter’s 

Basilica to bless the crowds. Gathered around him on the adjoining balconies there appeared 

all the cardinals who had just chosen him. The news cameras caught the remarkably pensive 

expression on the face of Cardinal Francis George of Chicago. When the cardinal returned 

home, reporters asked him what he was thinking about at that moment. Here is what he said: ‘I 

was gazing over toward the Circus Maximus, toward the Palatine Hill where the Roman 

Emperors once resided and reigned and looked down upon the persecution of Christians, and I 

thought, ‘“Where are their successors? Where is the successor of Caesar Augustus? Where is 

the successor of Marcus Aurelius? And finally, WHO CARES? But if you want to see the 

successor of Peter, he is right here next to me, smiling and waving at the crowds.’” 

 

Jesus is Risen. Jesus lives and, through our Catholic traditions, Scripture, the Sacraments, and 

prayer he brings his very self to us each day. Jesus is Risen…he remains incarnate with us and in 

love with us. He never abandons and he never fails.   

 

Glorious Morning…Jesus is Risen. Happy Easter! 

 

Deacon John   

 

 

 

 

  

 


