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Dear Friends, 

 

As I did last week, I will continue to keep in touch through our website, a couple of times a week. A 

few parishioners have asked me why we cannot keep the Church open for personal prayer. The 

simple answer is – safety, but let me explain. 1) New York State is now restricting gatherings of any 

size, and since so many of us would like to go into the Church for personal prayer, I have no way of 

guaranteeing the number of people that may show up at one time, and remain a minimum of six feet 

apart. 2) I also have a major responsibility to keep the Church clean and germ free, and we have no 

way to do this if people are walking in and out all day long. I would also be concerned about the 

safety factor, since we have reduced staff, and soon, possibly no staff. If someone fell, or needed 

any type of assistance, there would be no one here to help. This is why I am asking for patience, 

things are changing by the day, or hour, and decisions are being made based on what is best for the 

parish. We definitely need your prayers for our community, our parish, and all people throughout the 

world. This is a challenging time for everyone. 

 

Although I have always thanked God for my many blessings, this experience has given me an even 

greater appreciation for the Church, our parish, life and all the things I have always taken for 

granted. This includes, spending time with people, going out for a quick dinner, or purchasing some 

basic necessities. In a million years, I would never have thought we wouldn’t be able to celebrate 

Mass. This is so incredibly difficult for me, as I’m sure it is for you. How do you feel? Don’t you miss 

going to Church? I would give up almost anything to be able to celebrate Holy Week with all of you. 

And, I’m sure most of you feel the same way. However, with all this bad news, we must stay strong. 

We must remain hopeful, since that is true faith. “And hope does not disappoint, because the love of 

God has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us” (Saint 

Paul to the Romans 5:1-2,5-8). Life is not always easy, but it’s times like this that we need to remain 

hopeful. It’s easy to have faith when all is well, and a lot harder during the difficult times. When I was 

in college, I read a book titled, “Tough Times Never Last, But Tough People Do.” It was by Rev. 

Robert Schuller, a protestant minister. This is a time we must trust. We all have faith in Jesus, but 

we must practice our faith by trusting in him. 

 

Please stay strong and pray! When the Church reopens, we will have our own version of Palm 

Sunday, Holy Thursday-the Washing of the Feet, Good Friday and Easter! We will bring back the 

people, the excitement of our great faith, and the love of God. I promise to pray for our wonderful 

parish, our great community, and the needs of all. Please pray for me too. 

 

“‘For I know the plans I have for you’, declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11).    

 

Love and God Bless, 

 

Fr. Grieco  


