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Mass Schedule
Sunday: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
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Family Mass: 9:30 AM Mass

				Confessions

• Saturday: 3:45 PM - 4:45 PM
• Call for an appointment (call the rectory to arrange a mutually convenient time.)

Baptisms

Please contact the rectory to make arrangements for your child’s baptism.

Sacrament of Matrimony

Arrangements must be made at least six months prior to the ceremony and before
arranging the reception.

PASTOR’S PAGE

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Although we all say the same thing every year, it is hard to believe that Christmas has come and gone so
fast. Now most of us are back to our routine: school, work and our many activities. Please remember,
although Christmas officially ends today at the Baptism of the Lord, Christ is still very much with us at
all times. That is the purpose of Christmas.
I take this opportunity to collectively thank all parishioners for your generosity with the Christmas
collection. Although we are still counting; the Christmas collection is already over $43,000. This
means we are coming close to meeting our financial goals so our Parish will not only survive, but thrive!
We are almost there. We owe it to each other to support our Parish. If you have not yet given, please
consider a Christmas gift to Holy Spirit Church.
We received so many compliments as to how beautiful our Church was for Christmas, and during the
entire Christmas season. Although everyone appreciated the brand new Nativity, and the other beautiful
decorations, many also noticed that the floors were waxed and looked beautiful. We contracted a
company to apply four coats of wax. It still looks great! This is another compliment to all of you. By
meeting our financial goals, we can continue to make investments into our Church. You will have this
beautiful Nativity for many, many years!
It is important for all of us to remember that we do not only come to Church to pray and support the
Parish, but we come to be spiritually nourished and renewed. We receive the grace to acknowledge
that God is always with us! Always! I want to remind you that I pray for you every day. I sincerely pray
for the Parish, and I leave everything else up to God; he knows our names. Please pray for me, also.
Thank you and God Bless,
Fr. Grieco
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DEACON LACHLAN
I have yet to see the new Star Wars movie. In fact, in the interests of full disclosure, I have never actually seen
any of them. I have seen a few clips from several of the series, but have yet to sit down and watch a full Star
Wars movie. Is there something wrong with me? (Don’t answer). My grandkids did see it and they loved it…..
and I’m sure their parents did too.
I mention the movie because I was reading about an island eight miles off the coast of County Kerry in Ireland
called Skellig Michael, which featured in the closing scenes. Apparently there are the remains of a sixth century
monastery on the island and the ruins can be seen in the movie. The island was dedicated to St. Michael the
Archangel more than 1500 years ago. The island of Skellig Michael is now a UNESCO world heritage site. The
monastery on the island was founded by one of Ireland’s greatest saints, St. Finnian of Clonard. St. Finnian was
taught by disciples of St. Patrick and became an influential teacher inspiring many Irish saints over the years.
Finnian and the monks who lived on Skellig Michael for centuries were imitating the examples of the Desert Fathers, who retreated from the world to dedicate their lives to prayer, fasting and asceticism. They sought to hold
back the tide of evil in the world by following Jesus’ words to his disciples, “This kind cannot be driven out by
anything but prayer and fasting.”
Over the years many of our contemplative monasteries have been abandoned and in the process we have lost a
vital part of Christianity. John Paul II sought to remedy the situation and established a cloistered convent within
the walls of the Vatican. He knew that it was the prayers of these religious who kept the Church afloat during
times of difficulty. There are of course still some cloistered communities around the country, and many of them
are experiencing a renewal of sorts, as many men and women look for a deeper relationship with God, but they
are less common than they once were.
While most of us are not called to lead cloistered lives of prayer, we all have a part to play in combatting the
force of evil. We worry about our children and our grandchildren, our Godchildren and all the young lives for
whose welfare we are responsible. We will go to great lengths to protect them from any harm or danger, and
rightly so. We have a responsibility to ensure that they have every opportunity to grow and to flourish in life.
However, for them to grow and develop fully they must also grow spiritually…..and we need to help them. In
the world today, our children are faced with so many challenges. They are faced with making decisions that few
of us have had to make. They need our prayers…and they need our example. We may not be called to a life of
contemplative prayer, but we are each of us called to a life of holiness.
As I mentioned, I have not seen the Star Wars movies, but I know enough about them to know that essentially….. it boils down to good versus evil. In the movies….as we older movie fans know….the guy in the white
hat always wins. Not so in the real world. The forces of evil are thriving in our society. We need to provide a
bulwark against these forces. We do so by praying with and for our children. We do so by bringing them to
church, that they might draw closer to Jesus in the Eucharist. And we do so by teaching them that the many
pleasures of this world….good as most of them are….will never bring them true happiness. Real happiness is
impossible without God. Sure, we will have good times, we will have some fun times, but real happiness can
only be found with God. That’s how we are made. God created us to spend eternity with Him. We must be
careful never to jeopardize that happiness by succumbing to the forces of evil.
May Almighty God bless us, protect us from all evil, and lead us into everlasting life.
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Amen

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

January 10th: The Solemnity of the Baptism of our Lord

PRAYER
Almighty ever-living God, who,
when Christ had been baptized in the River Jordan
and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him,
solemnly declared him your beloved Son,
grant that your children by adoption,
reborn of water and the Holy Spirit,
may always be well pleasing to you.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
(catholicculture.org)
-4-

SCRIPTURE READINGS

DAILY MASS

JANUARY 10th - JANUARY 17th

All Parishioners, please be aware of a
time change:

SUNDAY:
		

IS 42:1-4, 6-7; ACTS 10:34-38;
LK 3:15-16, 21-22

MONDAY:

1 SM 1:1-8; MK 1:14-20

TUESDAY:

1 SM 1:9-20; MK 1:21-28

WEDNESDAY:

1 SM 3:1-10, 19-20; MK 1:29-39

THURSDAY:

1 SM 4:1-11; MK 1:40-45

FRIDAY:

1 SM 8:4-7, 10-22A; MK 2:1-12

SATURDAY:

1 SM 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1; MK 2:13-17

Effective Saturday January 2nd, 2016
the time of the daily morning Mass
at Holy Spirit Church will be 8:30 a.m.
The Sunday Mass schedule remains
as is
with Mass at 8:00 a.m.

NEXT SUNDAY: IS 62:1-5; 1 COR 12:4-11; JN 2:1-11

THIS WEEK’S GIFTS AND CANDLES

This week the Candles
are in Thanksgiving for
the Parishioners of
Holy Spirit Church

This week the Bread & Wine
are in Loving memory of
Joanne Sharkey
with Love from
Silvio and Theresa DiCocco

LET US PRAY

Ninabeth Palces, Jola Griffen,
Matthew Wargas, Eileen Hammond
Damon Andrade, Rita Tynan,
Jack Baierlein, Janet Rossano,
Dolores Dragonetti

For Those Who Died in the Lord
Angela Powers
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FAMILY MASS
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LET US PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY

SUNDAY
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
MONDAY
8:30AM
TUESDAY
8:30AM

January 10th The Baptism of the Lord
Vincent Friscia
Parishioners of Holy Spirit
Gerard Beyrodt
Alice Hill
January 11th - Weekday

Joseph Kusk
January 12th - Weekday

THIS WEEK AT HOLY SPIRIT

Sunday,
2:00 PM

January 10th, 2016
Baptisms

Monday,
7:15 PM
7:30 PM

January 11th, 2016
AA Meeting
Family Mass Band

Tuesday,
7:30 PM

January 12th, 2016
Legion of Mary

Purgatorial
Wednesday,January 13th, 2016
6:00 PM
Social Ministry Volunteer Dinner

WEDNESDAY January 13th Weekday
8:30AM
Joanne Sharkey
THURSDAY
8:30AM

Evelyn Sheridan

FRIDAY
08:30AM

January 15th - Weekday
John Patrick Hoare

SATURDAY
8:00AM
Deceased:

January 16th - Weekday

Thursday, January 14th, 2016
6:30 PM
O.L. of Guadalupe Prayer Group
7:15 PM
AA Meeting Caf
7:30 PM
Religious Education Board
		Meeting

January 14th - Weekday

Living:

Mass of Multiple Intentions
Giuseppe Trinchese,
Joan Hubbard
Kenneth Fitzgerald

Friday,
12:15 PM
3:00 PM

5:00PM

Jane Biebrich

SUNDAY

January 17th - Second Sunday
in Ordinary Time
William Klaus
Adolf Wachswender
Parishioners of Holy Spirit
Alba Pacheco

Saturday, January 16th, 2016
7:00 AM
AA Meeting
3:45 PM
Confessions

8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
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January 15th, 2016
“TOPS” Meeting
Rosary

Sunday,

January 17th, 2016

10:30 AM

50/50 Club Drawing

THE EPIPHANY
January 6th: THE SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

“…And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped
over the place where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the
house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage.
Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”
				

Matthew 2:9-11

SOCIAL MINISTRY
Food Pantry

The Food Pantry is featuring items that are most needed in the pantry each week. Of course
you are most welcome to donate any food product of your choice. If you prefer not to shop,
small denomination supermarket gift cards are always welcome. We thank you in advance for
your ongoing generosity to the pantry.
Items needed for the week: Personal items, such as: toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap,
shampoo, deodorant, etc.
Thank you.
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FAMILY MASS LECTOR SCHEDULE
January 10th		
1st reading: Sarah Bush
			
2nd reading: Gabby 		
			Munge
			Petitions: Audrey Brooker
		
Intro: Daniel Corcoran
January 17th		
1st reading: Ally Petricca
			
2nd reading: Darla 		
			Petricca
			Petitions: Jasmine Garnica
			Intro: Nicole Dana

Feb. 7th		
1st reading: Daniel 		
			Corcoran
			2nd reading: Jasmine
			Garnica
			Petitions: Jason Padilla
			Intro: Audrey Brooker
Feb. 14th		
1st reading: Larissa 		
			Scandura
			
2nd reading: Nicole Dana
			
Petitions: Ciara Lennon
			Intro: Alanis Navas

January 24th		
1st reading: Allison 		
Feb. 21st		
1st reading: Darla Petricca
			
Marzano
			
2nd reading: Emma 		 			2nd reading: Ally Petricca
			
Petitions: Eamonn Lennon
			Cintron
			Intro: Pia Alana
			Petitions: Victoria 			
			McGuigan
Feb. 28th		
1st Jason Padilla
			Intro: Darla Petricca
			2nd Alanis Navas
January 31st		
1st reading: Ciara Lennon 			Petitions: Darla Petricca
			Intro: Daniel Corcoran
			2nd reading: Greg 			
			
Marzano
			Petitions: Sarah Bush
			Intro: Sarah Hogan

PARISH OFFERING
May our Lord continue to bless Holy Spirit Parish and all those who give unconditionally.
Last weeks collection, Sunday, January 3rd was $11,241.
Thank you!
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OUR CHRISTMAS SEASON

Advent
“Rejoice in the Lord always
I shall say it again; rejoice!
Your kindness should be known to all.
The Lord is near.”
					Philippians 4:4,5

Birth
“For, this day, is born to you a Saviour, who is
Christ the Lord, in the City of David. And this
shall be a sign unto you. You shall find the
infant wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid
in a manger.”
			

Luke 2:10,11

Epiphany
“And going into the house
they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him.
Then, opening their treasures,
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh.”
			

Matthew 2:11

Baptism
“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the
water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said,
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased.”
				

Matthew 3:16,17
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