Church of the Holy Spirit
16 South 6th Street, New Hyde Park, New York 11040
Third Sunday of Lent - February 28th 2016

Lent and Holy Week Schedule
Lent:

Tuesdays

@ 7:30 P.M.

		

Stations of the Cross

		Wednesdays @ 7:30 P.M.				Mass
		

Fridays

@ 7:30 P.M.				

Mass

		

Fridays

@ 8:00 P.M.

Stations of the Cross

Mission: 			
		

					

Monday, March 7th @ 7:30 P.M. 			

				
		

			

Fr. Robert Ketcham
Mass

@ 8:00 P.M.

		

Mission

Tuesday, March 8th @ 7:30 P.M.

		

Mass

				

@ 8:00 P.M.

Mission

Holy Week: (March 20th – 26th)
		

Monday: Confessions from 3:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.

		

Wednesday: Living Stations (teenagers) @ 8:00 P.M. (No 7:30 P.M. Mass).

Holy Thursday: Morning prayer @ 9:00 A.M.
Mass of the Lord’s Supper @ 7:30 P.M.
Good Friday:

Morning Prayer @ 9:00 A.M.

Good Friday:

Passion @ 3:00 P.M. (This is when Jesus Died)!

Holy Saturday: Morning Prayer @ 9:00 A.M.
Saturday:		

Easter Vigil @ 8:00 P.M.

Easter Sunday: 8:00 A.M. – 9:30 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL

Last weekend we had a video presentation of the Catholic Ministries Appeal.
This gave all of us, myself included, a much better understanding of what
the CMA is, and how many people we serve throughout Long Island. I want
everyone to know that although I have been a priest for 15 years, I have
been a lay person for most of my life, over 30 years and, like most of you,
never liked when the pastor asked for money. However, since I also always
loved my home parish, and wanted to do the right thing, I inquired about
how the money was going to be used. Once I understood the mission, I
provided my donation. One, of many examples I can give, is when I made a
donation to help build a brand new Church. Almost as soon as the Church
was completed I entered the seminary. I made the donation, yet, with the
exception of my first Mass (Mass of Thanksgiving), I never fully enjoyed the
new Church. This being said, when I made the donation, I did not make
it so I would benefit; rather, I made it so the parish and future parishioners
would benefit. When we make a donation to the Catholic Ministries
Appeal, we make it, not for ourselves. We donate knowing that, in our
small way, we will be helping many people throughout Long Island; in many
cases people who are very poor and/or sick. If you give every year, and are
planning to give this year, thank you! If you have never given before, please
consider giving something; even a small donation makes a difference. If you
have any questions please send me an email at Frgrieco@yahoo.com.
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PASTOR’S PAGE
My Dear Parishioners,
A commonly used expression in our Country is “time flies by.” As you read this, we are
already 2 ½ weeks into Lent and just a few weeks away from Holy Week. Wow! From
my perspective many good things are happening in our Parish. The Family Mass, thanks
to our Family Mass committee and, most of all, our young people, has really taken off.
The boys and girls and young men and women have taken ownership of the Mass. They
serve as Lectors, Ushers, Altar Servers and we now have two music groups: a chorus
and a band. Additionally, one of our recent college graduates, Rebecca Hogan, has
started singing as an apprentice cantor at the Family Mass. Rebecca is very talented, as
demonstrated in the major roles she has performed in our Parish plays presented by the
Holy Spirit Players. Rebecca now adds another dimension, and will hopefully be with
us for many years. Two weeks ago, Mr. Ed Waldron, a New Hyde Park Fire Fighter, spoke
with our youngsters at the Family Mass. He explained how the fire department serves our
local community and how they are on call 24/7. I mentioned to the congregation, after
he spoke, that he attends Mass with his wife every Sunday. He is a great role model to
the kids and we are blessed to have such a dedicated local Fire Department.
This past Saturday afternoon, I worked with Jim McCabe to schedule adult lectors and
Extraordinary Ministers for Palm Sunday, Holy week and Easter Sunday. We worked very
hard to make sure everyone available has at least one assignment during this period. It is
very important to me that this is done fairly and there is no favoritism. If for some reason
a mistake was made, please let me know and I will give you first choice for a Christmas
Mass or another Mass of your choice. I truly appreciate all of you- the parishioners of
Holy Spirit Parish. We must continuously work together and support each other to make
this the great parish it has always been and the parish that God wants it to be.
Thank You and God Bless,
Fr. Grieco
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DEACON LACHLAN
Last week, Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia went home to the Lord. His funeral mass was celebrated by his son,
Fr. Paul Scalia. Last Sunday Fr. Grieco spoke at all the Masses on behalf of the Catholic Ministries Appeal, and he told
us what a wonderful homily Father Scalia gave at the funeral.
In his homily Fr. Scalia said that we come here to celebrate the life of a man who was liked by some and hated by
others. Many assumed that he was speaking of his father. Justice Scalia most certainly fit that description. However Fr.
Paul Scalia was speaking of Jesus Christ! That is the reason we come to mass each week. We celebrate the life of Jesus
Christ…His Passion….. Death…. and Resurrection. Jesus Christ who died…… that we might live!
Over the course of the last few days I reflected on Fr. Scalia’s words, and on the many roles he fills as a priest. He is
busy doing a number of jobs for his diocese, and has been a pastor in a few parishes. Now in addition to all of that
he has to bury his own father. Not an easy task. As with most priests he has to cover many jobs and try to fit in some
time for his family. Of course we all have to do the same…balance a busy life and meet our family obligations. I think
though, that sometimes we have an unreasonable expectation of how much our priests can do.
You are at this point thinking that because my son is a priest, I have a biased viewpoint…and of course I do! However I
can also look objectively at our situation at Holy Spirit. I have lived more than half of my life in Holy Spirit parish. I was
married here, my kids went to school here…my wife was even baptized here. (Without giving her age away…it was
called Holy Ghost at the time!) I mention this because I have been around here long enough….as have many of you…to
see the dramatic changes in the level of priest staffing over the years.
Not so very long ago we had 5 (FIVE) priests at Holy Spirit. We had Fr. Flynn, Msgr. Heinlein, Fr. Pereda, Fr. Julian and
Fr. Max. We then went to four…..Msgr. Heinlein, Fr. (Mgr.) Morrissey, Fr. Julian and Fr. Daley. Then three…Mgr. Martin.
Fr. Tony, and Fr. Daley. Still with three we had Fr. Joe, Fr. Ralph and Fr. Charles. Then we had Fr. Grieco, Fr. Ralph and Fr.
Charles. Fr. Ralph was not replaced when he died. Then there were two! Fr. Charles (who was attending school in the
US) finished his assignment and was not replaced. Now we have Fr. Grieco on his own. An eighty percent reduction in
staffing
Realistically, the parish is not quite as large as it once was. Parishioners pass away, the school is closed, people move
to other locations. Also, realistically, the parish is not eighty percent smaller than it once was. We still have weddings,
funerals, baptisms, religious education classes, confirmations, first communions, confessions and anointing of the sick.
Add to that parishioners who have a crisis or a situation in their family that perhaps requires some advice or counsel
from their pastor. The demands placed on our priests today are enormous! They need to know about Labor Laws,
Health Insurance, Insurance Liability, landscaping, snow removal, plumbing and carpentry …….al this while trying to
balance the parish budget. A tall order for any of us.
We have at Holy Spirit, Deacon Doug, myself, and John Hogan, who will be ordained to Diaconate next year. We are all
available to help Fr. Grieco as much as we can. And we do. Many people think that while there may be fewer priests
there are plenty of deacons. The call to diaconate is a very different call than the call to priesthood. While the deacon
can help the priest in a number of ways, his assistance is also limited. The reality is that we need more priests. Each
year in our diocese more priests die than are ordained. Obviously, in the long term that is not a good position to be
in. So where do priests come from?
They come from your family! That’s right….your family. Priests come from regular families. They come from families
who come to mass each week. They come from families who care for one another. From families who try to live the
Gospel message of Jesus Christ. And the operative words are “try to live”. None of us are saints. We are called to be
saints, and we strive to get there, but we all have much to do. We tend to think that only holy rollers become priests.
That’s not true. Most priests are just regular guys. The reality is that no one is worthy to be a priest ….but God calls on
them to accept the vocation because he will give them what they need to do the job. Sadly, today, most fail to answer
that call.
Perhaps we can make an extra effort to pray for our priests, to pray for those considering the call, and pray for those
who are being called but are perhaps afraid to answer.
May Almighty God bless us, protect us from all evil, and lead us into everlasting life. Amen.
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THE “LIVING STATIONS”

LIVING STATIONS
We are preparing for the presentation of
the Living Stations which will be held on
Wednesday, March 23rd. We invite any
parishioners in grades 9 through 12 to
be part of this beautiful, solemn liturgy.
There are speaking roles and non-speaking
roles. Our first meeting will be Tuesday
March 15th at 7 pm in the church. For any
further information, call 437-9503 (Marilyn
McClean, Coordinator).

SAVE THE DATE
Monday, March 7, 2016 and Tuesday, March 8, 2016
7:30 p.m. Mass, followed by:
MISSION
Presented by

Father Robert Ketcham

petersboat.net
Fr. Ketcham has been a Priest for eight years, and presently is the Chaplain at
St. John the Baptist Diocesan High School. The weekend prior to this Mission, Fr.
Ketcham will also be providing the Homily at each of our Masses:
Saturday Vigil Mass on March 5th and
8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 6th.
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VERSE OF THE DAY

SCRIPTURE READINGS
February 28th - March 6th
SUNDAY:
EX 3:1-8A, 13-15; 1 COR 10:1-6, 10-12;
		LK 13:1-9
MONDAY:

2 KGS 5:1-15AB; LK 4:24-30

TUESDAY:

DN 3:25, 34-43; MT 18:21-35

WEDNESDAY:

DT 4:1, 5-9; MT 5:17-19

THURSDAY:

JER 7:23-28; LK 11:14-23

FRIDAY: 		

HOS 14:2-10; MK 12:28-34

SATURDAY:

HOS 6:1-6; LK 18:9-14

“But I tell you, if you do
not repent, you will all
perish as they did!”
-Luke 13:5

NEXT SUNDAY: JOS 5:9A, 10-12; 2 COR 5:17-21;
		
LK 15:1-3, 11-32
		

THIS WEEK’S GIFTS AND CANDLES

This week the Candles
are in Loving memory of
Harriet Krupski
with Love from
the Krupski Family

This week the Bread & Wine
are in Loving memory of
Harriet Krupski
with Love from
the Krupski Family

LET US PRAY

Ninabeth Palces, Jola Griffen,
Matthew Wargas, Damon Andrade,
Jack Baierlein, Janet Rossano,
Dolores Dragonetti, Joe Sharkey,
Neil Duggan,Eileen Hammond,
Jean Keegan

For Those Who Died in the Lord
Carmelo Carbone
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LET US PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY

SATURDAY
5:00PM

February 27th - Vigil Mass
Richard Kane

SUNDAY
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM

February 28th - Third Sunday
of Lent
Joanne Sharkey
Bridget Dileto
Kathleen Kilcommons
Parishioners of Holy Spirit

MONDAY
8:30AM

February 29th - Lenten Weekday
Purgatorial

TUESDAY
8:30AM

March 1st - Lenten Weekday
Katie McBride

March 3rd - Lenten Weekday
Andrew Russo

FRIDAY
8:30AM
7:30PM

March 4th - First Friday
Daniel Tynan and Rita Tynan
Festus and Elizabeth Conroy

SATURDAY
8:30AM
Deceased:

March 5th - Lenten Weekday
Mass of Multiple Intentions
Daniel Tynan and Rita Tynan,
Patrick Boyle, Mario Chiovitti

SATURDAY
5:00PM

March 5th - Vigil Mass
Parishioners of Holy Spirit

SUNDAY

March 6th Fourth Sunday of Lent
Joseph Corio
Margaret Scardapane
Vincent Scuderi
Ben Ostaszewski

8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM

Sunday,
8:00 AM
2:00 PM

February 28th, 2016
Ticket Sales Oldies Concert
Blue and Gold Dinner

Monday,
7:15 PM

February 29th, 2016
AA Meeting

Tuesday,
7:30 PM
7:30 PM

March 1st, 2016
Legion of Mary
Stations of the Cross

Wednesday, March 2nd, 2016

WEDNESDAY March 2nd - Lenten Weekday
8:30AM
Billy Christenson
7:30PM
Angela Powers
THURSDAY
8:30AM

THIS WEEK AT HOLY SPIRIT
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7:30 PM

Mass

Thursday, March 3rd, 2016
6:30 PM
O.L. of Guadalupe Prayer
		Group
7:15 PM
AA Meeting Caf
7:30 PM
HS Choir Rehearsals
Friday,
12:15 PM
3:00 PM
7:30 PM
8:00 PM

March 4th, 2016
“TOPS” Meeting
Divine Mercy and Rosary
Mass
Stations of the Cross

Saturday,
7:00 AM
12:00 PM
3:45 PM
5:00 PM

March 5th, 2016
AA Meeting
Sacrament of Baptism
Confessions
Ticket Sales Oldies Concert

Sunday,
8:00 AM

March 6th, 2016
Ticket Sales Oldies Concert

BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN
Don’t Forget Your Baby Bottle!

The Holy Spirit Pro-Life Committee is hosting a Baby Bottle Fundraiser to benefit The Life Center of Long
Island. The Life Center is a crisis pregnancy center that counsels women and men who are experiencing
an unplanned pregnancy. Did you know that they provide: free pregnancy tests ,maternity housing
with eligibility requirements, medical care, referrals, cribs, car seats, diapers and ALL other baby items
that are needed. We are asking that you pick up a baby bottle and fill it with your change. Most
importantly, we are asking you to recite the prayer on the bottle. The prayer attached to the bottle will
enable the counselors at The Life Center to say just the right words a mother or father may need to hear.
It especially opens a mother’s heart to accept the truth. We believe these prayers lead abortion-minded
women to call The Life Center in the first place.

Please return the bottles by February 27th & 28th

Let us pray with our whole heart for the lives of our unborn children.

50-50 CLUB
The February 50-50 Club winner is
Anne Brady!
She won $962
HOLY SPIRITS 6TH ANNUAL OLDIES CONCERT
Holy Spirit Church is having its 6th Annual Oldies
Concert on Saturday, March 12, 2016! Risky Business
will be the main entertainment for the evening! This
group includes a 9 piece band! I went to see them
perform and everyone in the audience was dancing!
They are amazing performers! Don’t miss out on this
great evening of fun!
The show will begin with new dance performances
by the Louise Benes Dance Company! Air personality,
Don K. Reed, will MC the concert! Doors open at 6 PM. Dinner is included! The cost
of the ticket is $35.00. If the ticket is purchased at the door the cost will be $40.00 per
ticket.
Tickets will be sold after all the Masses on Saturday, February 27th and Sunday,
February 28th, and Saturday, March 5th and Sunday, March 6th. Tickets are available
now in case anyone would like to purchase their tickets early!
If anyone would like to make a basket for the raffle table or donate a new gift it would
be greatly appreciated!
The last five Oldies Concerts have been a lot of fun and have been great fundraisers
for the parish! Come join us for an evening of Oldies music and a trip down memory
lane! Bring your friends and reserve your table early! For tickets or any additional
information, please contact Dolores Santangelo at 516-903-6630.
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Little passion

GIRL SCOUT

Sign-up for Holy Spirit’s Little Passion
All the children in the Parish are invited to
participate in Holy Spirit’s Little Passion. Signup will be Sunday, February 28th and Sunday,
March 6th in the back of the Church after the
9:30 mass. The Little Passion will be Sunday,
March 13th during the 9:30 Mass.

Sunday March 6th is Girl Scout Sunday.
Any girl scouts wishing to attend the
Family Mass can contact Sally Zehnter,
or have your troop leader contact Sally.
The designated Mass is the 9.30 Family
Mass. We look forward to seeing you
there!
Sally Zehnter:
email: running1@cliffhanger.com
cell phone (call or text):
917- 676 - 6706

SOCIAL MINISTRY

LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS

Mass Schedule

Thank you for all that you do!
Items needed for this week:
Pancake mix, syrup, cake mix,
canned fruits, jelly
Please remember the Poor Box as
you leave Mass today.
“…Amen, I say to you, whatever you
did for one of these least brothers of
mine, you did for me.”
			

Sunday: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 12:30 PM
Monday Through Saturday: 8:30 AM
Holydays: As announced
Family Mass: 9:30 AM Mass

		

Confessions

• Saturday: 3:45 PM - 4:45 PM
• Call for an appointment (call the rectory to arrange a
mutually convenient time.)

Baptisms

Please contact the rectory to make arrangements for your
child’s baptism.

Sacrament of Matrimony

Arrangements must be made at least six months prior to
the ceremony and before arranging the reception.

Matthew 25:40
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FAMILY MASS LECTOR SCHEDULE

Feb. 28th		
1st Jason Padilla
			
2nd Alanis Navas
			Petitions: Darla Petricca
			Intro: Daniel Corcoran

April 3rd		
1st Larissa Scandura
			2nd Gabby Munge
			Petitions: Sarah Bush
			Intro: Jasmine Garnica

March 6th		
Girl Scout Mass
			Julia Esposito
			Larissa Scandura
			
Michelle Wiesnewski

April 10th		
1st Ciara Lennon
			2nd Dan Corcoran
			Petitions: Ally Petricca
			
Intro: Alanis Navas

March 13th		
1st Greg Marzano
			2nd Hailey Mikowski
			Petitions: Sarah Hogan
			Intro: Jason Padilla

April 17th		
1st Jasmine Garnica
			2nd Larissa Scandura
			Petitions: Hailey Mikowski
			Intro: Audrey Brooker

March 20th		
Palm Sunday
			
Daniel Corcoran - Narrator
			
Darla Petricca – Narrator
			Allison Marzano –
			
Intro and Narrator
			
Petitions – Nicole Dana

April 24th		
1st Gabby Munge
			2nd Victoria McGuigan
			Petitions: Allison Marzano
			Intro: Sarah Hogan

March 27th		
1st Audrey Brooker
			2nd Pia Alana
			Petitions: Emma Cintron
			Intro: Victoria McGuigan

May 1st		
1st Emma Cintron
			2nd Sarah Bush
			Petitions: Ciara Lennon
			Intro: Ally Petricca
May 8th:		
1st Nicole Dana
			2nd Greg Marzano
			Petitions: Eammon Lennon
			Intro: Jason Padilla

PARISH OFFERING
May our Lord continue to bless Holy Spirit Parish and all those who give unconditionally.
Last weeks collection, Sunday, February 21st was $11,107.
Thank you!
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