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Church Hours:
Monday Through Friday 7:00am -8:00pm
Saturday: 7:00am-6:15pm
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LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS
Mass Schedule

Saturday: 8:00AM
Sunday: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM
8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 12:30 PM
Monday Through Friday: 8:00 AM
Holydays: As announced
Family Mass: 9:30 AM Mass

				Confessions

• Saturday: 3:45 PM - 4:45 PM
• Call for an appointment (call the rectory to arrange a mutually convenient time.)

Baptisms

Please contact the rectory to make arrangements for your child’s baptism.

Sacrament of Matrimony

Arrangements must be made at least six months prior to the ceremony and before
arranging the reception.

PASTOR’S PAGE
My Dear Parishioners,
Last Friday night we hosted a beautiful, festive and spiritual Christmas concert. The young adults whom
performed provided us with a beautiful early Christmas gift. The enthusiasm as they joyfully sang was
contagious. Although they are very talented, I was most impressed with their commitment to our Lord.
Their great love for our faith is transparent. They share their faith and their talents by traveling and singing
for our Lord. It was truly a faith-filled night.
On the evening of the Immaculate Conception, our 7th and 8th grade religious education classes joined us
for Mass. They were polite, respectful and responsive during the homily. They are wonderful young people
and, like most of us, hunger for a better understanding of our faith. I have invited them, with the help of
some parents, to join me for a visit and tour of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City. If there is interest,
and this comes to pass, this would be another excellent opportunity for each of them to learn more about,
and grow stronger in, their faith.
At the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses, every family will receive, as a Christmas gift from our
Parish, a book, Rediscovering Jesus, written by Matthew Kelly. This is a simple, yet inspiring book. Please
accept one, and take the time to read, and hopefully enjoy, it. Initially, on the honor system, each family is
limited to only “one” copy. The week after Christmas the remaining books will be available for additional
family members.
Please be as generous as possible with your Christmas gift to the Parish. I rarely ask for money, but there
are certain collections that we rely on for the financial stability of our Church. I have proven to be a good
steward of your money, and we are only just beginning; please be generous! Please, give to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar, give to your family what belongs to your family and give to God what belongs to God.
Last week in the second reading (The letter of St. Paul to the Philippians), Paul writes to us from prison. He
was imprisoned because he believed in Jesus. However, although he was in prison, he wrote of his inner
joy. Paul was full of joy because he knew that, whatever would happen to him, Jesus Christ was with him.
Ultimate joy comes from Christ dwelling among us. This is what our faith has to offer. We are truly blessed!
Christmas is such a beautiful and meaningful time of the year. This is a time to spend with the people who
mean the most to us. This is a season of giving, a season of joy, a season to celebrate. This is also a season
to give to the less fortunate in the same way Jesus has given to us: selflessly. Jesus was born into the world
to change the world, to bring peace and happiness, to show us the way to heaven. In a Christmas message,
Pope Francis tells us, “You are the lights of Christmas when your life – with generosity, patience and kindness
– lights the way of others.
Be assured, always, of my prayer’s. God has blessed us for over a hundred years with such a faith-filled
Parish. Through God’s grace, may we continue to work together - for each other, and for Gods Kingdom here
on earth, to be the lights for one and all.
Merry Christmas!
Fr. Grieco
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Christmas 2015

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,
Christ is born: sing glory! Christ has descended from heaven: go out to meet Him! Christ is on earth:
lift yourselves up! Sing to the Lord, all the earth; for He who belongs to heaven is now on earth!

With these words, the fourth century theologian, St Gregory Nazianzen (+389) proclaimed the
Christmas message that is as true today as it was from that first moment in Bethlehem when the
Blessed Mother Mary brought her son Jesus into the world. Since that night we, like Gregory
and all others who know Jesus, have exulted in the gift of the Son of God made man. His birth
heralds the defeat of sin and death. His presence among us, like us in all things but sin, shines
the bright promise of God’s merciful love on our faces and into our hearts. Who does not rejoice
to know that God so loved the world that He sent His Son? Which one of us would turn away
from this blessed scene of the Virgin with Joseph in the Bethlehem stable offering the Child to us
so that all humankind can be saved? How can we do anything but sing Glory to God with the
angels and bend low in adoration with the shepherds. This night we all become free! This night
we all are one. This night we see the salvation of our God.
My dear friends, this has not been an easy year for any of us, for our families, for our parishes,
for our nation, for the world. The forces of darkness are strong and determined. Terrorism
seems to be widening its sweep and too many of our leaders seem unsure of what must be done
to protect society and care for the suffering. Too many families are struggling to make ends
meet. Too many youth in our midst are led astray by the false gods of drugs, alcohol and
momentary pleasures. Freedom is under attack at home and abroad. Many look in all the wrong
places for answers that hurt rather than help.
We have the right answer. We all need Christmas. We all need Jesus. We all need Mary. God
has given HIS answer to the world, an answer that overcomes all its tragedies and all its
temptations. God’s response to our cries is clear and unequivocal: His Son! Yes: Jesus Christ,
His Son! He is God’s answer to our cries. He is God’s gift for our lives. He breaks down the
barriers, for the name of peace is Jesus Christ. He is Our Peace! And He and He alone can calm
our fears, renew our strength, lift up our hearts and give joy to our lives!
Yes, my friends, this Christmas go out to meet Him; lift up your hearts; Sing for joy. For all
humankind has seen the salvation of our God! A blessed and Joyous Christmas to you all!

	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Bishop of Rockville Centre

PO Box 9023, Rockville Centre, New York 11571–9023 • telephone 516.678.5800 • fax 516.678.3138 • www.drvc.org	
  

-3-

DEACON LACHLAN
The song, “The Twelve Days of Christmas” is an English Christmas carol. Its origins are shrouded in mystery.
Some say that it actually originated in France and made its way to England. However, although the lyrics
appear to be secular in nature, there is a strong tradition in England, that these lyrics were written to be
used as a teaching tool in passing along the Catholic faith.
From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly.
Tradition tells us that because of the persecution, this carol was written as a catechism song for young
Catholics. It has two levels of meaning: the surface meaning (two turtle doves etc.) plus a hidden meaning
known only to members of the Church. Each element in the carol is a code for a religious reality which the
children could remember. In order to fit the number scheme, when he reached number nine, representing
the Fruits of the Holy Spirit, the author of the lyrics combined some of the fruits, because there are actually
twelve fruits of the Holy Spirit. The fruits which seemed most similar were combined (e.g. goodness/
kindness) and these are shown below in parentheses.
The “True Love” we sing of in the song, is not some smitten boyfriend or girlfriend, but is in fact Jesus Christ.
Jesus, the Perfect Love, was born on Christmas Day. The partridge in the pear tree also represents Jesus
because that bird is willing to sacrifice its life to save its young.
The two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments
The three French hens stood for faith, hope, and love.
The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
The five golden rings represented the first five books of the Old Testament, which describe man’s fall into sin
and the great love of God in sending a Savior.
The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation.
Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit……Wisdom, understanding,
counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord
The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.
Nine ladies dancing were the nine (12) fruits of the Holy Spirit-----Charity, Joy, Peace, Patience
[Forbearance], Goodness [Kindness], Mildness, Fidelity, Modesty, Continence[Chastity].
The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments.
The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful Apostles.
The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in The Apostles’ Creed.
(The explanations shown above in italics are courtesy of Fr. Calvin Goodwin, FSSP, Nebraska)
While the tradition cannot be verified, there is a strong element of truth in the story. When people of
faith find themselves facing adversity, they manage to find ingenious methods to pass along that faith.
The countries where the faith is strongest are often those where there is opposition to the practice and
celebration of faith. Today, in our own country, people of faith often find themselves marginalized. As we
celebrate the joys of this Christmas season, and the birth of Our Savior, we pray for the gifts of the Holy
Spirit to guide us and strengthen us in our journey of faith, a journey that will lead us to eternal happiness
with the Father in Heaven.
May Almighty God bless us, protect us from evil, and lead us into everlasting life. Amen
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ADVENT

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Peace Be With You

“Peace I leave with you,
my peace I give unto you:
not as the world giveth, give I unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.”

							John 14:27
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

The Church of the Holy Spirit will be celebrating
Christmas Mass at the following times:
December 24th: Christmas Eve

December 25th: Christmas Day

			4:00 P.M.		
			(Children’s Pageant)

			8:00 A.M.

			6:15 P.M.

			9:30 A.M.
			11:00 A.M.

			10:00 P.M. 		
		
(Carols begin at 9:30 P.M.) 			12:30 P.M.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

DAILY MASS

DECEMBER 20th - DECEMBER 27th

All Parishioners, please be aware of a
time change:

SUNDAY:

MI 5:1-4A; HEB 10:5-10; LK 1:39-45

MONDAY:

SG 2:8-14; LK 1:39-45

TUESDAY:

1 SM 1:24-28; LK 1:46-56

WEDNESDAY:

MAL 3:1-4, 23-24; LK 1:57-66

THURSDAY:

2 SM 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16; LK 1:67-79

FRIDAY:

Check missal for selections

SATURDAY:

ACTS 6:8-10; 7:54-59; MT 10:17-22

Effective Saturday January 2nd, 2016
the time of the daily morning Mass
at Holy Spirit Church will be 8:30 a.m.
The Sunday Mass schedule remains
as is
with Mass at 8:00 a.m.

NEXT SUNDAY: SIR 3:2-6, 12-14; COL 3:12-21; LK 2:41-52

THIS WEEK’S GIFTS AND CANDLES

This week the Candles
are in Loving Memory
of
Stanley Helm
with Love from
Susan Helm

This week the Bread & Wine
are in Loving Memory
of
Stanley Helm
with Love from
Susan Helm

LET US PRAY

Ninabeth Palces, Jola Griffen,
Matthew Wargas, Eileen Hammond
Damon Andrade, Joan Halstead,
Rita Tynan, Jack Baierlein,
Janet Rossano

For Those Who Died in the Lord
Johann Wein
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LET US PRAY FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY

THIS WEEK AT HOLY SPIRIT

8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM

December 20thFourth Sunday of Advent
Margaret and Al Bergmann
Frank and Ann Sorrentino
Antonetta and Carmine Passarella
Juan Santiago

Sunday,
10:30 AM

December 20th, 2015
50/50 Club Drawing

Monday,
7:15 PM

December 21st, 2015
AA Meeting

MONDAY
8:00AM

December 21st - Advent Weekday
Purgatorial

Tuesday,
7:30 PM

December 22nd, 2015
Legion of Mary

TUESDAY
8:00AM

December 22nd -Advent Weekday
Kenneth Warren

Wednesday, December 23rd, 2015
		No Activities

WEDNESDAY
8:00AM

December 23rd -Advent Weekday
Raymond Bickhardt

THURSDAY
8:00AM
4:00PM
6:15PM
10:00PM

December 24th-Advent Weekday
Kenneth Warren
Thomas Lavin
Tom and Mary Lamb
Richard Kane

FRIDAY

December 25th The Nativity of the Lord
Agnes and Edward Hudson
Kathryn Canese
William Cutter
Francis, Juliana, Evelyn McLarney

SUNDAY

8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM

Thursday, December 24th, 2015
		Christmas Eve
7:15 PM
AA Meeting Caf
9:30 PM
Christmas Carols
Friday,
December 25th, 2015
		Christmas Day
Saturday,
7:00 AM
3:45 PM

Sunday,
December 27th, 2015
		No Activities

SATURDAY
8:00AM
Deceased:

December 26th - St. Stephen
Mass of Multiple Intentions
Valerie Ann D’Avino,
Brennan Smith, Pellicone Family,
Billy Shortall, Joanne Sharkey

5:00PM

Joseph DeDomenico

SUNDAY

December 27th- The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Parishioners of Holy Spirit
Tom and Mary Lamb
William Cutter
Edward James Reilly

8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM

December 26th, 2015
AA Meeting
Confessions

RECTORY OFFICE
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Please be aware that the
Rectory Office will be closed
on December 24th and 25th

FAMILY MASS AND FIRST GRADE PAGEANT
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CHRISTMAS SPIRITUAL BOUQUET

Our Catholic Faith is centered on Mass, and The Celebration of the Eucharist.
Christmas Spiritual Bouquet Mass
Remembrance Cards are available to all parishioners who wish to honor a loved
one, living or decreased, at our Christmas Masses. Cards are available throughout the
Church and at the Rectory Office, and may be dropped off in the offering basket or the
Rectory Office
May Christ whose birth brought peace and whose life preached love bestow
His blessings on you and yours at Christmas and always.

SPIRITUAL ADOPT A BABY

SOCIAL MINISTRY

Your spiritually adopted baby is now 3 months
old. By the third week her heart was beating.
By the eighth week your little one has made
rapid progress developing all her external and
internal organs. His baby teeth, fingers, toes,
ears and nose can be seen, brain waves recorded and all body systems are present. At
l2 weeks your baby can squint, swallow, sleep
and awaken. He has his own unique fingerprints and is sensitive to touch. At only 9
weeks, he could suck his thumb. Please continue prayers, as your spiritually adopted baby
is most vulnerable to abortion at this time. May
the Infant Jesus bless you now and always for
caring for His little ones.

Holy Spirit Social Ministry
Food Pantry

The Food Pantry is featuring items that are most
needed in the pantry each week. Of course you
are most welcome to donate any food product
of your choice. If you prefer not to shop, small
denomination supermarket gift cards are always
welcome.
We thank you in advance for your ongoing
generosity to the pantry.
The items most needed this week are:
Personal care items:
Soaps, Shampoo, Toothpaste,
Toothbrush, Deoderant, etc.
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FAMILY MASS LECTOR SCHEDULE
December 20th
1st reading: Audrey Brooker
			
2nd reading: Ciara Lennon
			Petitions: Nicole Dana
			Intro: Greg Marzano

January 24th		
1st reading: Allison Marzano
			
2nd reading: Emma Cintron
			Petitions: Victoria McGuigan
			Intro: Darla Petricca

December 27th
1st reading: Pia Alana
			
2nd reading: Eamonn 		
			Lennon
			Petitions: Dan Corcoran
			Intro: Jason Padilla

January 31st		
1st reading: Ciara Lennon
			
2nd reading: Greg Marzano
			Petitions: Sarah Bush
			Intro: Sarah Hogan

Feb. 7th		
1st reading: Daniel Corcoran
January 3rd		
1st reading: Allison Marzano 			2nd reading: Jasmine
			Garnica
			2nd reading: Larissa 			
			Petitions: Jason Padilla
			Scandura
			Intro: Audrey Brooker
			Petitions: Emma Cintron
			Intro: Victoria McGuigan
Feb. 14th		
1st reading: Larissa Scandura
			
2nd reading: Nicole Dana
January 10th		
1st reading: Sarah Bush
			Petitions: Ciara Lennon
			
2nd reading: Gabby Munge
			Intro: Alanis Navas
			Petitions: Audrey Brooker
		
Intro: Daniel Corcoran
Feb. 21st		
1st reading: Darla Petricca
			2nd reading: Ally Petricca
			Petitions: Eamonn Lennon
January 17th		
1st reading: Ally Petricca
			Intro: Pia Alana
			
2nd reading: Darla Petricca
			Petitions: Jasmine Garnica
Feb. 28th		
1st Jason Padilla
			Intro: Nicole Dana
			2nd Alanis Navas
			Petitions: Darla Petricca
			Intro: Daniel Corcoran

PARISH OFFERING
May our Lord continue to bless Holy Spirit Parish and all those who give unconditionally.
Last weeks collection, Sunday, December 13th was $12,116. Thank you!
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